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MEETING OF THE BOARD OF REGENTS
OF THE

I

STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW _MEXICO
Tuesday, September 8, 1925, at 11 A.M.,
in the Alvarado Hotel.
Present: Messrs. Nathan Jaffa, J. A.
Reidy, A. A. Sedillo, Charles
H. Lembke, and Presiden~ Hill.
Mrs. Nixon had.been notified
by telegram of the meeting,
but doubtless had not returned
to the' State.

Present

--

Upon ~otion of Dr. Reidy, seconded by
Mr. Sedillo, it, was unanimously resolved that the minutes of the previous meetings be approved and all
actions of the Executive Committee and
of the President, of the University ·
were hereby ratified and confirmed.
A memorandum from Miss Parsons· shows

the following balances:

..

Resolution·of
·Ratification
and Approval

·c·a.sh

Balances

-All August bills paidRef.:
Date: Sept. 8-1925
Gen. Mtc. Fd.
& R.H.
Bilidgs.-Htg. Plt.

$1,983.14

Halls~-D.H.

S.D~&E.-IDnergcy

Mtc.
Certfcts. Dpst.
P. S. B.
S. S .R •.

105~58
'185~58

$2,274.30

Fd~

Fd •. ·
Insrnc. Fd. -In closed Banks$75.28
Bldg. Fd.
$1,750.00
Bonds
Trusts
a} State Auditor

I

Communications

Two warrants from the State Auditor
were re~eived respec~ive1y for
Appropriation,
Income,

$1,878.95
1,551.99

h) State Land Commissioner
An undated statement from the Land

Office, signed E. B. Swope, was received -on September 5, 1925, stating
that the following amounts were being
placed to the credit of the accounts
. bf",the University·, namely:

$ 956.99
$15,233.25

Income,
· Permanent,
Report or. i
Attorneys

I

After considerable discussion of the
problem of revenues from oil, for
the Universi~y, Messrs. Downer and
Keleher were called by telephone. Mr.
Keleher responded in person and pending his arrival, the following letter
from that firin was read .to the Board
by Mr. Jaffa, the Chairman·.. The letter sets forth the results of the recent conference at Santa Fe between
Mr. Jaffa, President of the Board of
Regents, Governor Hanhe~ Ex-Governor
Hinkle, Auditor Juan Vigil, Honorable
Levi Hughes, and Messrs. Do\vner and
Keleher, representing the University.
The letter is as follows:

I

September Eighth, 1925.
Dr. David Spence Hill,

President, University of New Mexico,
Albuquerque, New Mexico.

Dear

Pr~sident

Hill:

Pursuant to authorization, the und·ersigned firm of attorneys accompanied
by Mr. Nathan Jaffa, President of the
Board of Regents, attended a meeting
of the State Finance Board ·on s·eptember 1, 1925, at the State House in
Santa Fe. There were present at the
meeting the following officials:
Governor A. T. Hannett, J. I. Hinkle,
and Juan N. Vigil.
·The matters and things discussed with
the Board of Regents in our.letter of
July 24, 1925, were taken up in detail
with the Finance Board. We desire to
report 'that the attitude of the Finance
Board was favorable and that no spirit
of antagonism was indicated. The most

I
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I

I

I

important question discussed with the
Board was that of the oil royalties
a~d as to whether or not the royalties
should be placed in the permanent fund
or inyome fUnd. The Board decided to
stand on its former resolution and to
c-ontinue to hav~ the oil royal ties
-placed in the permanent fund. The
Board took ehe view:that from one standpoint the problem assumed a dual aspec~;
first, a question of policy, and s~cond,
a legal question. Mr. Hughes believed
that it would not be desirable for the
Board to permit piling up ~ large sum
of money in the income fund and afford
the University an opportunity to erect
costly buildi~gs which later on might
be a serious drain on the public treasury iri the event the oil royalties
were suspended because of failure of
production or from other causes. All
members of the Board stated that there
need be no hard feeling between the
State Finance Board and the Board of
Regents because of any litigation which
might follow the refusal of the Board
to permit th~ oil royalties to be placed
in the income fund. The Board was unanimous in believing that question was in
the final analysis a legal question and
should_be threshed out in the courts.
It was indicated to the Board that the
Board of Regents proposed to file a
suit in the United States District Court
to test out the question as to whether
the money belonged in the permanent or
income fund. This seemed to be very
properly received by the Finance Board
and was suggested that the e~lier this
could be done the more satisfactory the
result insoJar as a disposition of the
money might be concerned. If the Board
of Regents is will:Lng, we will undertake to bring at once an appropriate
action in the Federal Court_to have an
interpretation placed upon the Enabliqg
Act, of the Constitution of the-State
and the state. laws now governing these
oil ftmds.
With reference to the-minor matters
taken up with the Finance Board, we wish
to advise that in the main the Finance
Board agreed with us. They believed,
for instance, that it would bedesirable
to have the bonds and other securities
,-owned by the various institutions iden-

tifiable. They believe that former
Boards have made poor choice in pur- ·
chasing permanent investments, such
as Tularosa Water Bonds, Catron County
Bonds, and Harding County Bonds. It
was i~dicated that these experiences
would not be repeated. The Board
seemed to resent the·suggestion that
it was not desirable· for them to use
the funds of the University of New Mexico to purchase temporary certificates
of the New Mexico Normal School or any
other schoo1 of the state. The Governor pointed out that at the present
time and for some years the University
of ~ew Mexico had been splendidly administered, but th~t in the event financial disaster came along the Board
would desire to be in a position to
make a temporary loan to the University of New Mexico, the same as it
now does to any other institution.
On the whole our conference with the
Board was very satisfactory and we
believe that the air ha.s.... :b~en cleared
of a good many vexing questions. Mr.
. Jaffa was present -at the meeting and
pai~ close attention to ~11 of the
proceedings and will doubtless be in
,a position to give you a very detail'ed
statement if you so desire.

I

I

Yours very truly,
DOvVNER

& KELEHER

By W A Keleher
WAK:EL
Upon motion of·Mr. Sedillo, seconded
by Dr. Reidy, the letter or report was
received, ordered filed, and·a copy of
the same to be spread upon ...the minutes.
Finally, the following motion was unanimously passed, upon motion of Mr. Lembke,
seco'nded by Dr. Reidy, namely:
RESOLVED, that the Board.of Regents of
the University of NewMexico agrees unan·imously to go on record as apprqving a
test in the Federal Courts of the matters
pertaining to the rights of the ~niver
sity with regard to the lands of the

I

'

University and oil revenues therefrom.
It was further resolved that the firm
of Downer &,Keleher should be employed,
providing satisfactory arrangements
can be made with the firm of Downer &
Keleher by the Board of Regents, and
that the Executive Committee is a~thor
ized hereby to close the negotiations
with Downer & Keleher, if, in the opinion .of that Committee the proposed fee
'Or ~emuneration is reasonable.

I

The bond and contract signed for the
metal stacks of the Li~rary, duly
executed by the American Surety Company of New York and the Library
Bureau and by Mr. N~than Jaffa, President of the Board of Regents of the
University, were called to the attention of the Board by President Hill
and ordered to be filed~
Mr. Lembke and President Hill called
attention of the Board to the condition of the main floor of the new
Library, as has been -indicated to the
different members of the Board by (:I)· the
following ~etter of President Hill, and
{2Y memorandum of a telephone conversation ~--- namely:

I

September 4, 1925

(1)

Mr. E. H. Norris, Architect,
Cromwell Building,
Albuquerque, New Mexico.
Dear Sir: Laborers are pounding away at the surface of the concrete of the new Library
Building, I have just discovered. -

I

Will you kindly inform us just what is
the reason for the work being done and
if the same is bej.ng done by di.rection
of the architect, and just what is the
specific plan, if any, agreed upon with
the ,contractor?
·
·
I should, of course, like to know about
··any plan adopted for remedying the obvious defects in the present floor of
the Library Building, but I am ~ot at
all sure that the Board will agree to

New-Library
auilding

/

,,

:

j

,.
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2) See insert at end,
page 324.

. any plan for remedying the s.aid defects until it has ·been assured in advance that the said plan or process is
satisfactory to the Board.
I am

3) See·Resolution, at

Very truly yours,

end.

s .. Hill

David
DSH:JLMc:O
Insurance.

President.

The.following insurance pol-icies were
presented. to the Board by President
Hill, who stated that ~e had immediately
secured the same, sUbsequent to the last
meeting of the Regen~s, and in order to
cover at once the new Library Building.

Company

Agent

Amount of. Policy

Caledonian Insurance Company
of Scotland

Philip Hubbell,
r
Albuquerque

$10,000.00

Fidelity-Phenix Fire Insurance
Company of New York

Ag~ncy,

The Sturges Insurance
Albuquerque

$10,000.00

Milwaukee Mechanics In$:urance
- C'dmpany, Milwaukee

Wm. J •. Lever.et t,
Albuquerque

$10',000.00

Debris-on
Uni'vers 1 t;y
Grounds

I

I

a) Presi~ent Hill reported that he
had written the following letter to
Manager C.alkins. Ma;nager Calkins,
he stated, had repl.i\3d brie{ly,· saying . that he w_ould endeavo.r to place
resp'onsibility and to rectify the conditions complained of immediately.
August 31, 1925
Mr • .B. H. Calkins,
City Manager,
Municipal Building,
Albuquerque, ~ew Mexico.
My dear Mr.

Calkins~
.

'

'

I am writing this note to ask you to
see to it that the accumulation of
adobe bricks, a ~hack, and other property not belonging to the University,.
and which may have been placed on University gr6unds.by authorization of the
city authorities, shall be removed at

I

321.
·an early date.

I

complaints have come to the
undersigned, for example with regard to
the condition of our grounds around the
city reservoir, and particularly to the
east of the same.
Repe~ted

The University, as you know, will open
within a few days, and as this is not
the first· request that we have made with
reference to the unsightly conditions
'surrounding the reservoir, I respectfully ask that you give this matter your
immediate and efficient attention, to
the end that the property of the University and of the City may be made less unsightly.
.

I

I am

Cordially . yours,
.
.
David S. Hill
President.

I

b) It was also reported by President Hill
that he~ had complaine.d similarly to the
New Mexico Construction Company conce~n
ing the large quantity of sewer pipe ·on
the University grounds and that he had
been referred to the Lock Joint. Pipe
Company of Denver, to whom he h'"4d also
written a polite demand that they remov~ their property from University gro~.
c) Colonel D. K. B. Sellers, President
Hi·ll stated, had repeatedly and rather
vociferously complained of t.he unsightly
conditions which he alleged to be around
the University grounds.
a) Reservatfons.

I

The Residential Halls, it was reported,
were practically filled at this writing,
and although no safe predictions can be
made, indications point to a large enrollment. President Hill also reported
.that Mr. Frank and the campus force,
working under the direction ..of :Mr. Bowman and himself, had repaired the furniture for the Residential Halls and
of many of the ~~~ssrooms and offices,

Qpehing

of ··

University.
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and had got the physical plant into relatively excellent condition.
b) Guide for Freshmen.
I

.

A circular of advice and.guidance, in~
tended for the use of Freshmen, prepared
by Professor Haught and President Hill
was pre$ented for the consideration of
the Board.

I

c) Schedule.
, A detailed schedule, showing the time
and place of meeting of every class in
the institution, was shown to the Board,
the said schedule or program being pr~
pared by Professor Barnhart.
d) Buildings and Equipment.
Attention was called to the dire need
of various buildings, and equipment,
including a Retaining Wall, Gate, Auditorium, Gymnasium, Res.idential Halls,
Administrative Offices, Dining Hall,
etc.
·
·other·
Business

a) Dr. Kidder.

I

After informal conference, President
Hill was unanimously authorized to invite Dr. Kidder to attend our Commencement, June, 1926, the. usual procedure
to be followed, however. That is, the
joint invitations of Faculty, Board~ and
President to deliver the Commencement
Address and to receive .the Honorary Doctorate of Laws are to be sent to him.
p:r. Kidder, it was stated, has already
received the earned Doctorate of Philosophy from HarvBrd.
b) American Council on Education.
A bill for institutional membership dues
for 1925-1926 for. the State University
of New Mexico and from the American Council on Education was received and considered. It was unanimously resolved that·
this membership should be continued and
that the Board should authoriz~ the payment,of the bill.
c) Salary of President.
While President Hill was out of the room,

I

I

upon motion of'Dr. Reidy, seconded by
Mr. Sedillo, 'the following resolution
was passed by the Board, namely:
RESOLVED, that the salary of President
David s. Hill be increased to $6,750.00
per year.
·
President Hill thanked the Board gratefully for this unsolicited mark of a.ppreci~tion.
He stated that he knew· the
salary was less than half of that received by the President of the University of Arizona, and less than that received by the President of the Agricultural College of New Mexico, but that
it was absolutely all that the University of New Mexico at this time could
afford to pay him or any other President.
'

I

He expressed satisfaction that his unremitting endeavor to build up the University, and in spite of opposition,
during the past six years, in which time
he had taken only one vacation of as
long as thirty days, had borne fruit in
the,:development of a strong institution
with regard to academic standards, size
of student enrollment, increase of buildings, and strength of, faculty-- thanks to
the faithful and intelligent co-operation
of a strong Board o~ Regents.
President Hill, in expressing his
tude for the mark of appreciation
Board of Regents, pledged himself
deavor to give even more faithful

gratiof the
to enservice.

~resident'Hill also requested that the
· Board should remove from him the privilege of drawing $150.00 per year for· expenses of the president's automobile,
as the amount was not only inadequate,
but the stipend was, embarrassing, since
two or three other persons in the University might feel that their automobiles
were used in part for University serv.ice.

I

Therefore, the following resolution was
passed upon motion of Mr. Sedillo, seconded by Dr. Reidy, namely:
RESOLVED, that the allowance of $150.00,
per year (beginning August, 1921) for
the purchase and maintenance of an automobile used by the President of the Uni-
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(

versity be discontinued, beginning with
the present academic 'year.
Adjourned

I

There being no furthe;r- business, the
adjourned. .

m~eting

Signed:

Regents

Date:

LMcD
Inserts--omitted
above.

(2) Memorandum of Telephone C?.nversation.

I

September 4, 1925
New Library

President Hill asked Mr. Norris what
was being done in the Library and under
whose authority. Norris replied that
Marchant was having this done with the
consent of the Architect, and that further, they proposed to put a layer of
cement over the present concrete and
then to cut the doors to fit. President
Hill told Norris that since the Board
of Regents-is a party to the contract,
its members should be consulted before
any plan is entered upon to remedy the
exis til).g defects, !i'nd, in his opinion,
it would be highly undesirable to put
cement on top of the existing broken ce- ·
ment, adO.ing an additional load thereby
and raising- the leve-l of the. floor at
the doors. Whereupon,· .Norris said they
proposed to cut the, doors •. Vfuereupon,
Hill objected strenuously and demanded
that the plan be prepared·for submittal
to the . I?oai~d •
;

David
DSH:LMcD

s.

Hill

President.

I
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(3) Resolution.

I

After due consideration of this matter
by the Boal"d, th~ following. res9lution
was passed unanimqusly upon motion of
Dr. Reidy, seconde~d by Mr. Lembke:
RESOLVED, that Contractor E. J. Marchant be required to put in a new floor
in the Library, the present floor not
being acc~ptabl~ to the Board,. a;nd the
new instal:l,at.ion is tq be without any
expense to the Board.
'

.~

'

~

~

lt was f~rther resolved that the Architect ,be so informed and instructed by
President Hill.

Signed:
;

I

Date~

...

I

-

